PROPOSED INITITIVE TO LOWER DRINKING AGE IN COLORADO

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO:
COLORADO REVISED STATUES SECTION 12-47 AND 18-13-122 SHALL BE AMENDED AS
FOLLOWS

SECTION 12-47-901

SECTION II - IF A PERSON IS CONVICETED OF AN OFFENSE PERSUANT TO
SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OF THIS PARAGRAPH (A.5) FOR SERVING , GIVING AWAY ,
DISPOSING OF ,EXCHANGING, OR DELIVERING OR PERMITTING SERVING , OR PROCURING
OF ANY ALCHOHOL BEVERAGE TO A PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS,
THE COURT SHALL CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING IN MITIGATION

(B) TO OBTAIN OR ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ANY ALCOHOL BEVERAGE BY
MISREPRESNTATION OF AGE OR BY ANY OTHER METHOD IN ANY PLACE WHERE
ALCOHOL BEVERAGES ARE SOLD WHEN SUCH PERSON IS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF
AGE

(C) TO POSSESS ALCOHOL BEVERAGES IN ANY STORE, IN ANY PUBLIC PLACE, INCLUDING
PUBLIC STREETS, ALLEYS, ROADS,

OR HIGHWAYS, OR UPON PROPERTY OWNED BY THE STATE OF COLORADO OR ANY
SUBDIVISION THEREOF, OR INSIDE VEHICLES

WHILE UPON THE PUBLIC STREETS, ALLEYS, ROADS, OR HIGHWAYS WHEN SUCH PERSON
IS UNDER EIGHTEEN OF AGE;

(D) TO KNOWINGLY, OR UNDER CONDITIONS THAT AN AVERAGE PARENT OR GUARDIAN
SHOULD HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF,

SUFFER OR PERMIT ANY PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE, OF WHOM SUCH
PERSON MAY BE A PARENT OR GUARDIAN,

TO VIOLATE THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPH (B) OR (C) OF THIS SUBSECTION (1);

(II) NOTWITHSTANDING SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OF THIS PARAGRAPH (H), IT IS NOT
UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON WHO IS AT LEAST EIGHTEEN OF AGE TO CONSUME MALT,
VINOUS, OR SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS WHILE THE PERSON IS A PASSENGER ABOARD A
LUXURY LIMOUSINE OR A CHARTER BUS, AS THOSE TERMS ARE DEFINED IN SECTION 40-
10.1-301, C.R.S. NOTHING IN THIS

SUBPARAGRAPH (II) AUTHORIZES AN OWNER OR OPERATOR OF A LUXURY LIMOUSINE OR
CHARTER BUS TO SELL OR DISTRIBUTE ALCOHOL BEVERAGES WITHOUT OBTAINING A
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM LICENSE PURSUANT TO SECTION 12-47-419.

(VD) (K) WITH KNOWLEDGE, TO PERMIT OR FAIL TO PREVENT THE USE OF HIS OR HER
IDENTIFICATION, INCLUDING A DRIVER'S

LICENSE, BY A PERSON WHO IS UNDER EIGHTEEN OF AGE, FOR THE UNLAWFUL
PURCHASE OF ANY ALCOHOL BEVERAGE;

(A) (I) TO SELL AN ALCOHOL BEVERAGE TO ANY PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN,
TO A HABITUAL DRUNKARD, OR TO A VISIBLY INTOXICATED PERSON, OR TO PERMIT ANY
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE TO BE SOLD OR DISPENSED BY A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS
OF AGE, OR TO PERMIT ANY SUCH PERSON TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SALE OR DISPENSING
THEREOF. IF A PERSON WHO, IN FACT, IS NOT EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE EXHIBITS A
FRAUDULENT PROOF OF AGE, ANY ACTION RELYING ON SUCH FRAUDULENT PROOF OF
AGE SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE GROUNDS FOR THE REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF ANY
LICENSE ISSUED UNDER THIS ARTICLE OR ARTICLE 46 OF THIS TITLE. NOTWITHSTANDING
ANY PROVISION IN THIS SUBPARAGRAPH



(I)- TO THE CONTRARY, NO PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN OF AGE SHALL BE EMPLOYED TO
SELL OR DISPENSE MALT, VINOUS, OR SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS UNLESS HE OR SHE IS
SUPERVISED BY ANOTHER PERSON WHO IS ON PREMISE AND HAS ATTAINED TWENTY-
ONE YEARS OF AGE. NO EMPLOYEE OF A TAVERN LICENSED PURSUANT TO SECTION 12-
47-412, THAT DOES NOT REGULARLY SERVE MEALS AS DEFINED IN SECTION 12-47-103 (20),
OR A RETAIL LIQUOR STORE SHALL SELL MALT, VINOUS, OR SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS
UNLESS SUCH PERSON IS AT LEAST EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE

(I) (A) IF A LICENSEE OR A LICENSEE'S EMPLOYEE HAS REASONABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE
THAT A PERSON IS UNDER

EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND IS EXHIBITING FRAUDULENT PROOF OF AGE IN AN
ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ANY ALCOHOL

BEVERAGE, THE LICENSEE OR EMPLOYEE SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO CONFISCATE SUCH
FRAUDULENT PROOF OF AGE, IF POSSIBLE,AND SHALL, WITHIN SEVENTY-TWO HOURS
AFTER THE CONFISCATION, TURN IT OVER TO A STATE OR LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENTAGENCY. THE FAILURE TO CONFISCATE SUCH FRAUDULENT PROOF OF
AGE OR TO TURN IT OVER TO A STATE OR LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY WITHIN
SEVENTY-TWO HOURS AFTER THE CONFISCATION SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE A CRIMINAL
OFFENSE,NOTWITHSTANDING SECTION 12-47-903 (1) (A).

(B) IF A LICENSEE OR A LICENSEE'S EMPLOYEE BELIEVES THAT A PERSON IS UNDER
EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND IS EXHIBITING FRAUDULENT PROOF OF AGE IN AN
ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ANY ALCOHOL BEVERAGE, THE LICENSEE OR THE LICENSEE'S
EMPLOYEE OR ANY PEACE OR POLICE OFFICER, ACTING IN GOOD FAITH AND UPON
PROBABLE CAUSE BASED UPON REASONABLE GROUNDS THEREFOR, MAY DETAIN AND
QUESTION SUCH PERSON IN A REASONABLE MANNER FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ASCERTAINING WHETHER THE PERSON IS GUILTY OF ANY UNLAWFUL ACT UNDER THIS
SECTION. SUCH QUESTIONING OF A PERSON BY A LICENSEE OR A LICENSEE'S EMPLOYEE
OR A PEACE OR POLICE OFFICER DOES NOT RENDER THE LICENSEE, THE LICENSEE'S
EMPLOYEE, OR A PEACE OR POLICE OFFICER CIVILLY OR CRIMINALLY LIABLE FOR
SLANDER, FALSE ARREST, FALSE IMPRISONMENT, MALICIOUS PROSECUTION, OR
UNLAWFUL DETENTION.

(IV) (C) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 18-13-122, C.R.S., FOR ANY PERSON TO SELL
FERMENTED MALT BEVERAGES TOANY PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN OR TO
ANY PERSON BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 12 MIDNIGHT AND 5 A.M,;

REVISED : WARNING

IT ISILLEGAL TO SELL WHISKEY, WINE, OR BEER TO ANY PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND IT IS ILLEGAL FOR ANY PERSON UNDER EIGHTEENYEARS OF AGE TO
POSSESS OR TO ATTEMPT TO PURCHASE THE SAME IDENTIFICATION CARDS WHICH
APPEAR TO BE FRAUDULENT WHEN PRESENTED BY PURCHASERS MAY BE CONFISCATED
BY THE ESTABLISHMENT AND TURNED OVER TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

IT ISILLEGAL IF YOU ARE EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER FOR YOU TO PURCHASE
WHISKEY, WINE, OR BEER FOR A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE. FINES AND
IMPRISONMENT MAY BE IMPOSED BY THE COURTS FOR VIOLATION OF THESE
PROVISIONS.

12-47-104
(III) A PERSON WHO IS EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER.



(C) WINE MAY BE DELIVERED ONLY TO A PERSON WHO IS EIGHTEEN OF AGE OR OLDER
AFTER THE PERSON
ACCEPTING THE PACKAGE:

12-47-106

(D) MALT LIQUORS PRODUCED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION (2) MAY BE
TRANSPORTED AND DELIVERED BY THE

PRODUCER TO ANY LICENSED PREMISE WHERE CONSUMPTION OF MALT LIQUORS BY
PERSONS OVER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN IS AUTHORIZED FOR USE AT ORGANIZED AFFAIRS,
EXHIBITIONS, OR COMPETITIONS, SUCH AS HOME BREW CONTESTS, TASTINGS, OR
JUDGINGS. CONSUMPTION SHALL BE LIMITED SOLELY TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN AND
JUDGES OF SUCH EVENTS. MALT LIQUORS USED FOR THE PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN THIS
PARAGRAPH (D) SHALL BE SERVED IN PORTIONS NOT EXCEEDING SIX OUNCES AND
SHALL NOT BE SOLD, OFFERED FOR SALE, OR MADE AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMPTION BY
THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

(3) (A) THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE OR ARTICLE 46 OF THIS TITLE, WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF

SECTION 12-47-503, SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE OCCASIONAL SALE OF AN ALCOHOL
BEVERAGE TO ANY INDIVIDUAL EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AT PUBLIC
AUCTION BY ANY PERSON WHERE SUCH AUCTION SALE IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF
DISPOSING OF SUCH ALCOHOL BEVERAGE AS MAY LAWFULLY HAVE COME INTO THE
POSSESSION OF SUCH PERSON IN THE DUE COURSE OF SUCH PERSON'S REGULAR
BUSINESS IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:

(4) ANY PASSENGER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER ARRIVING AT ANY AIRPORT IN
THIS STATE ON AN AIR FLIGHT

ORIGINATING IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY WHO IS THEREBY SUBJECT TO CUSTOMS
CLEARANCE AT SUCH AIRPORT MAY LAWFULLY

POSSESS UP TO ONE GALLON OR FOUR LITERS (ONE IMPERIAL GALLON), WHICHEVER
MEASURE IS APPLICABLE, OF AN ALCOHOL

BEVERAGE WITHOUT LIABILITY FOR THE COLORADO EXCISE TAX THEREON.

12-47-202.

(E) INSPECTIONS, INVESTIGATIONS, SEARCHES, SEIZURES, AND SUCH ACTIVITIES AS MAY
BECOME NECESSARY FROM TIME

TO TIME, INCLUDING A RANGE OF PENALTIES FOR USE BY LICENSING AUTHORITIES,
WHICH SHALL INCLUDE AGGRAVATING AND

MITIGATING FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED, WHEN PERSONS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF
AGE ARE UTILIZED TO INVESTIGATE

SALES OF ALCOHOL BEVERAGES BY LIQUOR LICENSEES TO UNDERAGE PERSONS;

12-47-909
(H) SELL, SERVE, DISPOSE OF, EXCHANGE, OR DELIVER, OR PERMIT THE SALE, SERVING,
OR GIVING OF AN ALCOHOL BEVERAGE TO A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE;
12-47-301.

(VIII) THE LICENSEE SHALL NOT SERVE A PERSON WHO IS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF
AGE OR WHO IS VISIBLY INTOXICATED

12-47-307.

(VII) ANY NATURAL PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE



12-47-801

(D IT IS PROVEN THAT THE LICENSEE WILLFULLY AND KNOWINGLY SOLD OR SERVED
ANY ALCOHOL BEVERAGE TO SUCH

PERSON WHO WAS UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS OR WHO WAS VISIBLY
INTOXICATED; AND

(I) IT IS PROVEN THAT THE SOCIAL HOST KNOWINGLY SERVED ANY ALCOHOL BEVERAGE
TO SUCH PERSON WHO WAS UNDER

THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS OR KNOWINGLY PROVIDED THE PERSON UNDER THE AGE
OF EIGHTEEN A PLACE TO

CONSUME AN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE; AND

12-47-103

(23.5) "PERSONAL CONSUMER" MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS AT LEAST EIGHTEEN OF
AGE, DOES NOT HOLD AN

ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSE ISSUED IN THIS STATE, AND INTENDS TO USE WINE
PURCHASED UNDER SECTION 12-47-104 FOR

PERSONAL CONSUMPTION ONLY AND NOT FOR RESALE OR OTHER COMMERCIAL
PURPOSES.

12-47

THIS SECTION SHALL ALSO BE AMENDED TO INCLUDE AND SUPERCEED ANY OTHER
CRS REFERRING TO ETHYL ALCOHOL FOR CONSUMPTION, POSESSION,
EMPLOYMENT AND ALL OTHER REFERENCES REQUIRING THE AGE OF TWENTY -
ONE YEARS SHALL BE REDUCED TO EIGHTEEN

18-13-122

3) (A) EXCEPT AS DESCRIBED BY SECTION 18-1-711 AND SUBSECTION (6) OF THIS
SECTION, A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE WHO POSSESSES OR CONSUMES
ETHYL ALCOHOL ANYWHERE IN THE STATE OF COLORADO COMMITS ILLEGAL
POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION OF ETHYL ALCOHOL BY AN UNDERAGE PERSON. ILLEGAL
POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION OF ETHYL ALCOHOL BY AN UNDERAGE PERSON IS A
STRICT LIABILITY OFFENSE.

(5) IT IS AN AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO THE OFFENSE DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (A) OF
SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION THAT THE ETHYL ALCOHOL WAS POSSESSED OR
CONSUMED BY A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE UNDER THE FOLLOWING
CIRCUMSTANCES:

(I) TASTES BUT DOES NOT IMBIBE AN ALCOHOL BEVERAGE ONLY WHILE UNDER THE
DIRECT SUPERVISION OF AN INSTRUCTOR WHO IS AT LEAST EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE
AND EMPLOYED BY A POST-SECONDARY SCHOOL;



(A) EVIDENCE THAT THE DEFENDANT WAS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND
POSSESSED OR CONSUMED ETHYL ALCOHOL OR MARIJUANA UNDER THE AGE OF
TWENTY-ONE OR POSSESSED MARIJUANA PARAPHERNALIA ANYWHERE IN THIS STATE,;
OR

(B) EVIDENCE THAT THE DEFENDANT WAS UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS AND
MANIFESTED ANY OF THE CHARACTERISTICS COMMONLY ASSOCIATED WITH ETHYL
ALCOHOL INTOXICATION OR IMPAIRMENT OR MARIJUANA IMPAIRMENT UNDER AGE
TWENTY-ONE WHILE PRESENT ANYWHERE IN THIS STATE.

(10) A PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE
OR ANY NATURAL PERSON WHO HAS THE PERMISSION OF SUCH PARENT OR LEGAL
GUARDIAN MAY GIVE OR PERMIT THE POSSESSION AND CONSUMPTION OF ETHYL
ALCOHOL TO OR BY A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE UNDER THE CONDITIONS
DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBSECTION (5) OF THIS SECTION. THIS SUBSECTION
(10) SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO PERMIT ANY ESTABLISHMENT WHICH IS LICENSED OR
IS REQUIRED TO BE LICENSED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 46, 47, OR 48 OF TITLE 12, C.R.S., OR
ANY MEMBERS, EMPLOYEES, OR OCCUPANTS OF ANY SUCH ESTABLISHMENT TO GIVE,
PROVIDE, MAKE AVAILABLE, OR SELL ETHYL ALCOHOL TO A PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN
YEARS OF AGE.

(11) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROHIBIT ANY STATUTORY
OR HOME RULE MUNICIPALITY FROM ENACTING ANY ORDINANCE WHICH PROHIBITS
PERSONS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE FROM POSSESSING OR CONSUMING ETHYL
ALCOHOL OR MARIJUANA AT TWENTY ONE YEARS OF AGE OR POSSESSING MARIJUANA
PARAPHERNALIA, WHICH ORDINANCE IS AT LEAST AS RESTRICTIVE OR MORE
RESTRICTIVE THAN THIS SECTION.
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